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Intervals 

 

I. Word List 

 

a. General Words 

 

Appear /@"pI@/ (v) 

show up; come into sight 

- The sun began to appear from behind the clouds. 

 

Augment /"O:gm(@)nt/ (v) 

add; increase; make or become greater 

- Heavy rains augmented the water supply. 

 

Describe /dI"skrVIb/ (v) 

explain; give a detailed account of in words; 

express; represent in words 

- He described the house in perfect detail. 

 

Diminish /dI"mInIS/ (v) 

reduce; lessen; decrease; make or become less 

- The strength of the army was greatly diminished by outbreaks of 

disease. 

 

Emotional /I"m@US(@)n(@)l/ (adj) 

relating to emotions and feelings 

- He's a very emotional person.  

 

Exact /Eg"zakt/ (adj) 

precise; accurate 

- Those were his exact words. 

  33  
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Examine /Eg"zamIn/ (v) 

inspect; check; test 

- He was examined by several doctors, who found nothing wrong with 

him 

 

Involve /In"vQlv/ (v) 

relate closely; engage as a participant; have 

within 

- He told us a story involving life on a farm. 

 

Likewise /"lVIkwVIz/ (adv) 

similarly; also; equally 

- He is a well-known painter who is likewise a sculptor. 

 

Presence /"prEz(@)ns/ (n) 

being there; existence; attendance 

- We should watch our language when in the presence of children. 

 

Quality /"kwQlIti/ (n) 

characteristic; attribute 

- The house has many fine qualities. 

 

Quantity /"kwQntIti/ (n) 

amount; number; extent 

- The boss is worried about quantity as well as quality. 

 

Simultaneously /sIm(@)l"teInI@sli/ (adv) 

at the same time; concurrently 

- The movie and its soundtrack were released simultaneously. 

 

b. Technical Terms 

 

Augmented /O:g"mEntId/ (adj) 

(of an interval) greater by a semitone than the 

corresponding major or perfect interval 
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Diminished /dI"mInISt/ (adj) 

(of an interval) less by a semitone than the 

corresponding minor or perfect interval 

 

Interval /"Int@v(@)l/ (n) 

the distance between two notes 

 

Inversion /In"v@:S(@)n/ (n) 

the act of inverting an interval, chord, or phrase; 

an inverted interval, chord, or phrase (in relation 

to the original one) 

 

Invert /In"v@:t/ (v) 

change the relative position of the notes of an 

interval or chord by raising the lowest note by an 

octave 

=&===r=s====           =&===s=y==== 
 

Major /"meIdZ@/ (n, adj) 

(of an interval) normal or perfect, greater by a 

semitone than the correlative minor interval; (of 

a scale) having intervals of a semitone between 

the third and fourth, and seventh and eighth 

degrees, contrasted with minor; (of a key) based 

on a major scale; a major key, interval, or scale 

 

Minor /"mVIn@/ (n, adj) 

(of an interval) smaller by a semitone than the 

correlative major interval; (of a scale) with 

semitones above the second, fifth, and seventh 

notes, contrasted with major; (of a key) based on 

a minor scale, tending to produce a melancholy 

effect; a minor key, interval, or scale 
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Perfect /"p@:fIkt/ (adj) 

(of an interval) belonging to the group 

comprising the fourth, the fifth, and the octave 

 

Tone /t@Un/ (n) 

pitch; a sound having a definite pitch and 

character; a musical note 

 

Tritone /"trVIt@Un/ (n) 

an interval of three whole tones; an augmented 

fourth, or its inversion, a diminished fifth 

 

Unison /"ju:nIs(@)n/ (n, adj) 

sameness in pitch of two or more sounds or 

notes; the relation of two notes of the same pitch 

regarded as a musical interval; the sounding of 

notes or melodies at the same pitch, or at pitches 

one or more octaves apart, by different voices or 

instruments together 

=&===r=r==== 
            unison 
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II. Vocabulary Practice 

 

a. Match the words with their definitions. 

  

  

____ 1. involve 

____ 2. diminish 

____ 3. tone 

____ 4. describe 

____ 5. interval 

____ 6. augment 

____ 7. quality 

____ 8. unison 

____ 9. likewise 

____ 10. quantity 

____ 11. simultaneously      

____ 12. exact 

____ 13. presence 

____ 14. emotional 

____ 15. invert 

a. the distance between two notes 

b. characteristic; attribute 

c. explain; give a detailed account of 

d. increase; make or become greater 

e. change the relative position of the notes 

of an interval or chord by raising the 

lowest note by an octave 

f. pitch; a musical note 

g. existence; being present 

h. similarly; also 

i. precise; accurate 

j. relating to emotions and feelings 

k. decrease; make or become less 

l. at the same time 

m. amount; number 

n. sameness in pitch of two or more sounds 

or notes; the relation of two notes of the 

same pitch 

o. relate closely; have within 
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b. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list. 

  

perfect            augmented            tritone            describe            interval            

minor            inversion            quality            diminished 

 

1. A/an ____________ is best described as the distance between two 

notes. 

 

2. A minor or perfect interval made smaller by a semitone becomes 

____________. 

 

3. When we turn the notes of a chord or an interval upside down (usually 

by raising the lowest note up an octave), the chord or interval so 

produced is called a/an ____________. 

 

4. The ____________ interval is a semitone greater than the 

corresponding major or perfect interval.  

 

5. There are many ways to ____________ musical notes, including letters, 

numbers, tablature, and of course the standard music staves. 

 

6. The ____________ interval belongs to the group comprising the fourth, 

the fifth, and the octave. 

 

7. A/an ____________ interval is a semitone smaller than the correlative 

major interval. 

 

8. They offer ____________ at a reasonable price. 

 

9. An interval of three whole steps is called a/an ____________.  

 

c. Synonyms: choose the word that means the same as the given word.  

 

1. examine 

a. explain     b.  test 

c. execute     d.  describe 
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2. appear 

a. hide     b.  cover 

c. show     d.  resume 

 

3. likewise 

a. otherwise    b.  but 

c. also     d.  still 

 

4. exact 

a. approximate    b.  near 

c. almost     d.  precise 

 

5. quantity 

a. characteristic    b.  amount 

c. attribute     d.  feature 

 

6. augment 

a. reduce     b.  decrease 

c. increase     d.  limit 

 

 

III. Reading Passage 

 

Intervals 

 
 scale is a pattern of notes centred around a tonic. Within that 

overall pattern are smaller patterns, right down to the 

relationships between individual notes that form the building 

blocks of both melodies and harmonies. By knowing these small 

relationships, it is easier to gain a much greater understanding of the larger 

patterns and to learn to control the emotional effects they create in 

listeners. 

The distance between any two musical tones is described as an interval. 

If the tones are played one after the other, as in a melody, they form a 

melodic interval, and if they are played simultaneously, they form a 

A 
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harmonic interval.  The names of the intervals are based on the number of 

scale tones they contain. For example, the distance from C to D contains 

two scale tones, C and D; therefore it is a second interval. The distance 

from C to E contains three scale tones, C-D-E, so it is a third interval. 

Intervals are the same whether measured from the lower note or from the 

upper note; for instance, the distance from E down to C, containing three 

scale tones E-D-C, is still a third interval. 

The number of scale tones an interval contains is called the interval 

quantity. The quantity is counted the same way in any key. For instance, 

the quantity of the interval Bv up to Ev, containing four scale tones, Bv-C-

D-Ev, is a fourth interval; the presence of flats does not alter the interval 

quantity. Likewise, the distance from C# to G# is a fifth interval, because it 

contains five scale tones, C#-D#-E#-F#-G#, and the sharps do not affect 

the quantity. If the interval contains eight scale tones, it is called an octave; 

also, the distance between two notes of exactly the same pitch (containing 

only one scale tone) is called a unison. 

Some intervals contain the same number of scale tones, but still look 

and sound different. Interval quantity gives us a general measurement of 

the size of the interval. The exact measurement is called the interval 

quality, which is the number of half steps the interval contains. Quality can 

be measured in comparison to the major scale. 

The intervals in a major scale between the first note and the other notes 

are: 

=&===rr==!===rs==!===rt==!===ru==!===rv==!===rw==!===rx==!===ry== 
              perfect       major        major       perfect      perfect       major        major       perfect 

              unison         2nd           3rd            4th            5th             6th            7th          octave       

 

Here are the basic rules and names (when examining the distance from the 

first note of a major scale upwards): 

1) Seconds, thirds, sixths and sevenths are major intervals. 

2) Unisons, fourths, fifths and octaves are perfect intervals. 

3) Major intervals made smaller by a half step become minor. 

4) Major intervals made smaller by two half steps become diminished. 

5) Perfect intervals made smaller by a half step become diminished. 
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6) Perfect intervals made smaller by two half steps become double 

diminished. 

7) Major or perfect intervals made larger by a half step are augmented; 

by two half steps they become double augmented. 

 

 

   larger 

 

    smaller 

 

 

Inversion of intervals  

Intervals describe the distance between two notes. The notes involved can 

appear and sound in two ways: 

=&===r=s====  or  =&===s=y==== 
 

In other words, any interval can be turned upside-down (inverted). 

=&===y=s==== is the inversion of =&===s=r==== and vice versa. 

 

When an interval is inverted, the note names involved are still the same, 

and the intervallic relationship follows a pattern. In the above example, 

one interval is a major second; the inversion is a minor seventh.  

Some simple rules for inversion of intervals follow: 

1) ‘Nine’ minus the number of the interval equals the inversion 

interval. 

2) Major intervals inverted become minor. 

3) Minor intervals inverted become major. 

4) Perfect intervals inverted remain perfect. 

5) Augmented intervals inverted become diminished. 

6) Diminished intervals inverted become augmented. 

7) Double diminished intervals inverted become double augmented. 

8) Double augmented intervals inverted become double diminished. 

In order to correctly produce an inversion of any interval, the bottom pitch 

must be raised one octave or the top pitch must be lowered one octave. The 

inversion of a perfect unison becomes a perfect octave and vice versa. 

augmented 

 
perfect 

major 

minor 

diminished 
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=&====rr=====!===ry=====! 

          9 minus 1 (unison) = 8 (octave) 
 

The tritone interval (augmented fourth) is a special case. Unlike any other 

interval, when it is inverted, the number and qualifier change (it becomes a 

diminished fifth), but it remains a tritone (3 whole steps). 

 

IV. Comprehension Exercises 

 

a. Write T (true) or F (false). 

  

____ 1. In a melodic interval the two notes are played simultaneously. 

 

____ 2. The distance from C to E forms a second interval. 

 

____ 3. An interval containing eight scale tones is called an octave. 

 

____ 4. An interval containing two scale tones is called a unison. 

 

____ 5. The number of scale tones an interval contains is called interval 

quality. 

 

____ 6. Interval quality is based on the number of half steps an interval 

contains. 

 

____ 7. In a major scale, the fourths, fifths, and octaves are major 

intervals. 

 

____ 8. A major interval made smaller by a semitone becomes diminished. 

 

____ 9. A major interval made larger by a semitone becomes augmented. 

 

____ 10. A tritone interval inverted remains tritone.  
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b. Choose the correct answer. 

 

1. Which statement is not true about the intervals? 

a. If the tones are played one after the other, they form a melodic 

interval. 

b. If the tones are played simultaneously, they form a harmonic 

interval. 

c. Intervals are different if measured from the upper note. 

d. The names of the intervals are based on the number of scale tones 

they contain. 

 

2. The interval quantity is ________. 

a. the number of scale tones an interval contains  

b. the number of half steps an interval contains 

c. counted the same way in any key 

d. a and c 

 

3. Which of the following is not true about the interval quantity? 

a. It is counted the same way in any key. 

b. The presence of sharps and flats affects the quantity. 

c. If the interval contains eight scale tones it is called an octave. 

d. If the interval contains only one scale tone it is called a unison. 

 

4. The unison is ________. 

a. the distance between two notes of exactly the same pitch 

b. an interval containing one scale tone 

c. an interval containing eight scale tones 

d. a and b 

 

5. Perfect intervals made smaller by a semitone become ________. 

a. minor     b.  major 

c. diminished    d.  augmented 

 

6. Perfect intervals made larger by a whole step become ________. 

a. major     b.  minor 

c. augmented    d.  double augmented 
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7. Unisons and octaves in a major scale ________ when inverted. 

a. remain the same   b.  remain perfect 

c. become perfect    d.  become diminished 

 

8. Major intervals become ________ when inverted. 

a. perfect     b.  minor 

c. diminished    d.  augmented 

 

9. ________ intervals remain the same when inverted. 

a. major     b.  minor 

c. perfect     d.  diminished 

 

10. An augmented fourth interval ________ when inverted. 

a. remains the same   b.  remains a tritone 

c. becomes a diminished fifth  d.  b and c 

 

c. Answer the following questions orally. 

 

1. What is the difference between a melodic interval and a harmonic one? 

 

2. What do we mean by interval ‘quantity’ and ‘quality’? 

 

3. What do the words ‘octave’ and ‘unison’ mean in interval quantity? 

 

4. What are the different intervals in a major scale? 

 

5. How can we invert an interval? Do the interval quantity and quality 

remain the same for the inverted interval? 
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V. Grammar 

 

 Plural Nouns 

 

A plural noun is a noun referring to more than one item (person, place, 

thing, etc.). 

General form: singular form plus ‘s’ 
Example: interval → intervals 

 

- After s, z, x, ch, or sh the plural is formed by adding ‘es’ 
Example: pitch → pitches 

 

- The ‘y’ after a consonant is changed to ‘ie’ before the plural ‘s’ 
Example:  quality → qualities 

But ‘y’ after a vowel is not changed 

Example:  key → keys 

 

- The ‘f’ or ‘fe’ at the end of a word is usually changed to ‘v’ before ‘s’ 
or ‘es’ 

Example:  life → lives 

 

- After ‘o’ the plural is usually formed by adding ‘es’  
Example:  tomato → tomatoes 

But this is not so with musical terms and words used for electric 

devices 

Example:  piano → pianos 

  radio → radios 

 

- For numerals, letters, and symbols an apostrophe is usually added 

before ‘s’ 
Example:  1980 → 1980’s 

   A → A’s 
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Some other nouns have irregular plural forms. Just a few examples follow:  
 

Singular Plural 

foot feet 

medium media (also mediums) 

analysis analyses 

synthesis syntheses 

child children 

man men 

 

Here are some examples of the plural form of musical terms ending in ‘o’ 
which is formed by adding only ‘s’, as mentioned above:  
 
 

 

Note: since a large number of the musical terms used in English are of 

Italian origin, some of them have their Italian plural forms in English as 

well (archi, pizzicato, etc.). 

 

a. Write the plural form of the words given. 

 

1. melody ______________  7.  video ______________ 

2. bass ______________  8.  woman ______________ 

3. mix ______________  9.  series ______________ 

Singular Plural 

alto altos 

cello cellos 

audio audios 

mono monos 

stereo stereos 

solo solos 

duo duos 

trio trios 

studio studios 

motto mottos (also mottoes) 

intro intros 

bongo bongos 

falsetto falsettos 

arco arcos (also archi) 

pizzicato pizzicatos (also pizzicati) 
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4. chorus ______________  10.  tempo ______________ 

5. soprano ______________  11.  story ______________ 

6. quantity ______________  12.  medium ______________ 

 

b. Choose the correct plural form of each word. 

 
1. harmony  a.  harmonys b.  harmonis  c.  harmonies 

2. outro  a.  outros  b.  outroes  c.  outro 

3. synthesis  a.  synthesis  b.  syntheses  c.  synthesises 

4. guitar  a.  guitars  b.  guitares  c.  guitar 

5. piccolo  a.  piccolos  b.  piccoloes  c.  piccolo 

 

VI. Learn More 

 

 Italian words in music (part 1) 

Many of the musical terms used in English are of Italian origin. Here are 

just a few examples of Italian musical terms ending in ‘-o’ together with 

English meanings for each: 

 

Alto /'altəʊ/ (n) 
the highest adult male singing voice; lowest female voice; singer with an 

alto voice; piece of music written for an alto voice 

 

Arco /'ɑːkəʊ/ (n, adj, adv) 
a bow for a stringed instrument; played on a violin or other stringed 

instrument using the bow 

 

Cello /'tʃɛləʊ/ (n) 
bass instrument of the violin family 

 

Duo /'djuːəʊ/ (n) 
a group of two; duet 
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Falsetto /fɒl'sɛtəʊ/ (n, adj) 
a method of voice production used by male singers, especially tenors, to 

sing notes higher than their normal range 

 

Motto /'mɒtəʊ/ (n) 
a phrase which recurs throughout a musical work and has some symbolical 

significance 

 

Pizzicato /pɪtsɪ'kɑːtəʊ/ (n, adj, adv) 
plucking the strings of a violin or other stringed instrument with one's 

finger; a note or passage played in this way 

 

Solo /'səʊləʊ/ (n) 
a piece of music for one performer 

 

Soprano /sə'prɑːnəʊ/ (n) 
the highest singing voice of women or boys 

 

Tempo /'tɛmpəʊ/ (n) 
the speed at which a passage of music is or should be played 

 

Trio /'triːəʊ/ (n) 
a group of three; composition for three performers 

 

 

 Did you know? 

 

 Because the middle finger on each hand was considered too short, 

Ignace Jan Paderewski, the famous Polish pianist, composer, and 

statesman, was told by a teacher that he could never expect to be a 

competent pianist. 

  

 

 

“Where words fail, music speaks.” 

– Hans Christian Andersen 


